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Odette was born in Amiens, in the north of France, in 1912. During
World War I her mother helped the fight against Germany by giving rooms
in her home to British soldiers. Little Odette loved playing with the
soldiers. When Odette later married an Englishman, her mother was not
surprised! After a short time in France, Odette and her husband moved
to England in 1931.

In 1939 German soldiers attacked Poland, and World War I began.
One year later, Germans moved into France and started a new government
there. Odette’s heart was broken. She remembered the proud people of
Amiens in World War I. They fought hard for France’s freedom, but now
it was lost. Odette knew that she wanted to help. But she was only a
housewife. What could she do?

In the early 1940s, when Odette listened to the radio news, she knew
the British government wanted pictures of French beaches! Her old
vacation photos! At last she could really help.

When the British Secret Service* saw Odette’s photos, they became
interested in this young Frenchwoman. She knew a lot about the north of
France. They decided to invite Odette to their office in London. Soon
Odette was traveling toward a future that she ( 1 ) in her dreams.

“ H ] . the man there said calmly. Odette could not
believe her ears. She thought, “A spy? Me? Is this man crazy?”

“'m only a housewife,” she replied quietly. “I have three young
daughters and a loving husband. They need me. I'm sorry.”

But as Odette listened to her own voice, she knew. She knew that
her country needed her more. The room was quiet. The calm man sat

silently behind his desk, waiting. Odette thought of her family and her
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home. Then she said, “(2)I'll help in any way I can. What do I need to

do?”

Odette began her lonely life of secrets and lies right away. She lied
to her family. She told them she wanted to be a war nurse. She smiled
kindly as she kissed her daughters and husband and said goodbye. But,
inside, (3)her heart was breaking. “Will I ever see you again?’ she
thought.

In November, 1942 Odette started her work in Cannes, in the south

of France. She looked and spoke like an ordinary Frenchwoman. But
really she was working closely with a British spy, Peter Churchill, to pass
money to the French Resistance®.

On April 16, 1943 Odette and Peter were caught by German police
and questioned about their work. “ [ A ] ,” thought Odette.
“The Germans will kill us.” But then she had an idea. It was a
dangerous plan, but it was their only hope.

“Don’t kill Peter, kill me!” she said. “Peter is my husband. He
doesn’t work for the Resistance — he’s only here for me.” Did the Germans
believe her? Odette thought quickly. She needed a better lie — a lie to
save their lives. “Peter’s uncle is the most important man in Britain!
You'll die if you kill him!”

The Germans looked carefully at their reports. One of them said,
“Who 1s this woman? And who is Peter Churchill?” Another man said,
“Churchilll  We cannot kill this man. His uncle is Winston Churchill —
the head of the British government.”

A few days later Odette’s future was decided. “The court* has
decided that you must die,” the German officer explained, in bad French.
“You are a British spy and you work for the French Resistance.”

Days, weeks, and months passed. But Odette did not stop hoping.

It seemed that her lie about Winston Churchill was ( 4 ).
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Every night she imagined that she kissed her daughters. “I love you,” she
told them softly.

In May, 1944 Odette was moved to Ravensbriick, in the north of
Germany. The prisoners* there worked until they died. Fritz Siiren, the
boss of Ravensbriick, knew that she was special.

By now the Americans were in Germany and the war was almost at
an end. On April 28, 1945 Siiren visited Odette. “We are leaving today,”
he told her. He pushed her into a car with a few other prisoners.
Through the window Odette saw German soldiers who were trying to run
away quickly. She could not believe her eyes! “Will I live to go free?” she
thought.

After four days of driving, Odette was moved into Stiren’s car. “Why
does he only want me?” she asked herself.

At 10:00 p.m. that night Stren drove Odette to a small town.
“[ 9, ] ., he explained. Odette could not believe her ears.
Was this a joke? But Siuren’s face was serious. He thought that Odette
was an important person. He wanted her to say good things about him
after the war.

“This is Mrs. Churchill,” Siiren explained to an American officer.
“She is a relative* of Winston Churchill.” Without looking at Odette, he
dropped his gun. Then he turned slowly, and was taken by some soldiers
toward his prison room. Odette looked around at the little town, the
friendly faces of the American soldiers, and Suren’s empty car by the side
of the road. She said to herself, “Is this a dream? Am I really alive?
Am I really free?”

Back in England, Odette fell into her husband’s arms and cried
happily. After years of fear and pain, her family was together again.
Her daughters kissed and held their brave mother. “You look more

beautiful than ever,” she told them. “Your love gave me hope and kept me
3



alive.”

In 1946 Odette received one of the most important British medals for
her great courage. “ [ Z ]  she said. “It’s for all the
French Resistance workers in the war.”

(Adapted from The Housewife Spy)
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could not imagine

needed to hope

had to plan

®» © 0 e

was not able to decide
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This is the end

This is not for me

You're going to die

We think you are a French spy

I'm giving you to the Americans
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We want you to go to France as a spy
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dying

exciting

happening
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working
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D Odette and her mother helped British soldiers to fight against
Germany during World War 1.

@ Odette thought she could help Germans because she had some
pictures taken in France.

@ Odette wanted to help as a war nurse and told a lie to her family.

@ Odette began her work as a spy with a British spy in Cannes, in the
south of France.

(® Winston Churchill, the most important man in Britain, was Peter
Churchill’s uncle.

©® The Germans killed Peter Churchill because he was a British spy
and worked for the French Resistance.

(@ Siiren thought Odette to be an important person and saved her life.
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In the early 1980’s, Donald Keene wrote an essay “Japanese Men”
which, although more than 30 years old now, still sounds true. One of his
main points is that though most Japanese women have a very positive
image in the West, Japanese men are often thought of as hard workers or
simply ignored*. It’s true. Japanese men are not seen very often in
American movies, books, or the media for example, and when they are,
they are not shown in important roles. Anyone who lives in Japan knows
that these images are unfair, but for some reason the attractiveness* of
Japanese men is not exported to America and other Western countries very
successfully.

[ @ ]

Even so, a lot of Western women living in Japan find Japanese men
extremely attractive. For some Western women, including myself, one of
the most attractive qualities of Japanese men is their communication style.
It is very different from that of most American men. Communication is
often the key to a good relationship. And, Japanese men are easy to talk
to. Here’s why.

[ @ ]

I think there’s nothing so hard about listening well if the topic is
simple. But when the conversation* becomes a discussion, and especially
when people have different opinions, the art of listening becomes more
difficult. Still, I find that most Japanese men continue to listen well, even
in a more emotional* discussion. They seem able to accept opinions that
are different from their own. So my second point is that Japanese men
are easy to disagree with. In other words, it’s ( 1 ) to agree to

disagree with no bad feelings.
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And American men? Well, in my experience, American men are
much harder to communicate with, especially when there are different
opinions. This is probably because they're taught to have strong opinions
and to win arguments®.  ( 2 ) is a very
common discussion style among American men. This kind of
“conversation” is more like an argument. A lot of Americans, even some
women, like this style.

[ @ ]

I've never liked the argument style of conversation myself, even when
I lived in America. Some people find it exciting and interesting, but
others, like me, just find it stressful*. Ill never forget one time. An old
boyfriend and I went to a movie together.

( 3 ) Simple enough, right? But he went

on and on trying to prove he was right and I was wrong about the movie.
We ended up mad at each other and we couldn’t accept that we had
different opinions.

[ ® ]

Because of this kind of difference in cultural styles, some Americans
feel that Japan is a more gentle culture than America. Many Western
women find Japanese men attractive. I hope more Americans will have
the chance to experience it.

(Adapted from In Praise of Japanese Men)
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Japanese men are good listeners. They listen quietly, and give
encouraging signals ( aizuchi ), and they wait until the other person
finishes speaking before they start talking. Of course this is Japanese
style, not only men’s style. When I talk to someone who listens this
way, I feel that they really want to hear what I have to say. And this

1s what most women want: Someone who truly listens.

13 221 (1) ICADERbBEYREGEZIROO~DDH7) 65— DT,
TDFGE~—2 LIRSV,

hard

dangerous

possible
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Telling the truth and understanding each other

Showing that you're right and the other person is wrong

Exchanging thoughts and ideas with each other

CHCECRG)

Not getting angry with or saying bad things about each other
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Both he and I loved it.

He loved it and I didn'’t.

It was the worst movie we've ever seen.

We talked about it for a few hours.
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(D Japanese men are good at listening and easy to talk to, so many
Japanese women think them very attractive.

@ Japanese men are likely to accept different opinions from their own.

@ The writer doesn’t think it so hard to communicate with American
men even if there are different opinions.

@ Many Americans like the argument style of conversation, and some
think it is exciting and interesting.

(® The writer would like Japanese people to have strong opinions and

win arguments.
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@ a great @ the picnic @ fine @ success
® made ® weather @ the because
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Theman( A ) ( Yme( B )( )( C )me( ) ( ).
O didn’t © this 3 name @ was
® his ® who @ give told
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The mother ( A ) ( ) ( ) B )( ) ( Y C ).
D himself ® about @ her @ it
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What ( A ) ( ) ( ) ( )( B )( y( C )

@ hat @ of @ look @ does
(® remind ©® this (@ white you
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Please ( YO A )( B )( Y C ) ( ) ( ) to school.

@ on @ not @ your @ to
® the letter ©® post @ way remember
(B8 v )
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