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What do English teachers find frustrating® about Japanese
students? If you ask any English teacher, you’ll probably get the same
answer: “Japanese students are so afraid to make mistakes!”

Most teachers agree that | il ] . So when students
don’t make mistakes — or don’t talk at all — teachers worry that they
aren’t learning.

“My students are so shy!” says Chris, an English teacher from
Canada. “At first, I thought it was cute. But now I worry that

[ 2 ) I

Chris teaches at a school during the day and gives private lessons in
the evening. On his day off, he teaches a class of elderly women at the
community center. “Actually, (1)that class is my best class,” says Chris.
“Those women aren’t as shy as the younger students! In fact, they ask
me lots of personal questions. It is a little embarrassing!”

“Most of my students are really serious about studying English and
it is great,” he says. “We Canadians have two national languages but
few of us spend so much time and money studying a second language.”

But some of the students, he says, are a little too serious. They ask
him about very small things. And [ 3 1!

For example: “What is the difference between T'd like a hamburger,
please’ and ‘T'll have the hamburger, please’?”

To this question, Chris will answer: “Uh, ‘a hamburger’ is just a
hamburger, and ‘the hamburger’ 1s the hamburger on the menu.”

The dialogue® will continue:

Student: “Huh? So which is correct?”

Chris: “They’re both correct. You can say either.”

Student: “But what do you say?”
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Chris: “Uh, I don’t know. I probably say both, at different times.
But it doesn’t matter. Both are okay. Both will get you a
hamburger.”

At this point, the student will become silent and look confused.

“I think [ 4 1 ” says Chris. “But the truth is that
both phrases are totally fine. English is a very flexible* language.
And the goal is just to get the hamburger, right?”

Chris and the other teachers at his school often talk about (2)these
topics. Actually, he’s discovered that different teachers have different
ways of saying things! Sometimes the differences depend on the
teacher’s native country. Sometimes Chris discovers that men and
women have different ways of saying things. Other times, it’s
impossible to explain the difference. Sometimes native speakers even
say things incorrectly™ just “because they have always been saying it.”

“(3)The_goal should be (A ), not (B ). I don’t even think
perfect English exists,” says Chris.

Certainly, most Westerners’ Japanese skills are ( 4 ) from perfect.
And most Westerners aren’t embarrassed at all about making mistakes
in Japanese! Chris is also studying Japanese and he explains: “I'm just
so happy if I can communicate. Grammar* is the ( 5 ) thing on my
mind.”

However, one thing worries Chris: “Japanese people never tell me
when [ make a mistake. I think they don’t want to embarrass me. But
I'm not embarrassed! I want to improve. And the only way to improve
is to learn from your mistakes. As a teacher, I know that!”

He also wonders: “If Japanese people are so worried about perfection,
why don’t they expect Westerners to speak perfect Japanese? Why do
they think it is okay for us to speak imperfect* Japanese, but not okay
for them to speak imperfect English? I don’t understand (6)that at all!

Why are they harder on themselves than on us?”’

2



Chris often hears stories from his students who go overseas. “They
have to repeat themselves once, and then they think they are not good
enough. I have to repeat myself all the time in Japanese. It’s actually
good practice! Many people believe going overseas is ‘show time.” But
it’s not show time. It is still practice. It is always going to be practice.”

Chris worries that his students get too nervous, and that is bad for
their communication. Chris thinks his students need to do more
role-playing in class. But his students hate role-play! “It’s strange.
When I studied French in school, the role-plays were my favorite part,”
says Chris. “It was fun to play different characters and act silly.”

Now he’s a teacher himself and he says: “(7)L will ( )

it’s possible. It will be a good lesson. Forget the grammar. But I
think all my students will not be happy!”

Chris also worries that his students are too stiff*. He thinks this
causes more communication problems than grammar mistakes do. This
is why he thinks so: “English is a more polite language than you think.
It is a different kind of politeness from that of Japanese. There are no
special verbs® to learn in English. But you should always be friendly to
other people, and that is important,” explains Chris. “Start every
situation with a ‘hi’ and a smile. This is the way to be polite. And
make eye contact, too. In Western culture, making eye contact shows

sincerity. (8)You'll ( ): at the rental car counter, at

McDonalds, and so on. It can be hard at first. But when you get used
to* it, it becomes natural,” he says.

(Adapted from Jon’s Chopsticks)
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(D T'm not able to do my job as a teacher
® my students will be disappointed at my answer
® the best way to learn is to make mistakes

@ some of these questions are hard to answer
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D the class Chris teaches at school
@ the private lessons in the evening
@ the class at the community center

@ the class for Canadians to study a second language
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(D There are several ways of saying things for the same purpose.
@ Different people may have different opinions.
® Teachers must teach students the best expression to get what

they want.

@ Japanese people don’t like to learn different expressions.
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@ (A) perfection (B) English skills
®@ (A) communication (B) perfection

@ (A) differences (B) communication
@ (A) English skills (B) differences
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4) @ different @ far @ made @ kept
(6) @ first @ difficult @ useful @ last
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(D Chris thinks that elderly women are so shy that they can’t ask

him some personal questions.

@ Chris thinks that some Japanese students are too worried about

small things in English expressions.

@ Most foreigners understand that role-plays are the best way to

learn Japanese.

@ Tt is not important for students to try to show their perfect

English skills when they go overseas.

(® Most Japanese students hate role-plays because it is not polite to

play different characters.

® Few Japanese students think improving English skills is more

important than learning polite manners.

@ Smiling and eye contact are very polite manners in Western

culture.
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Becky originally signed onto Facebook to help her business. She
was a writer and wanted to sell more of her books by creating a page on a
social network. Other writers told her that it helped, and they even
found more writing jobs through their connections.

Becky signed up. She set up her page and started to look for what
this social network had to offer. She found many old friends of her high
school and college days, and linked* up with them again.

Then, one day Becky saw a name she knew: Sara Harmon. With
other old friends, Becky took a chance* and asked to “friend” them.
With Sara Harmon, (1)it was different. Though they were best friends
for more than ten years, they fell out* during their high school days and
never spoke again.

Sara and Becky, both 7 years old at the time, met in 1960 when their
families moved to a new town. [ 1 ] They did everything
together and every night they spoke on the telephone for hours.

As they got older, they remained friends. They did homework,
went shopping, took part in each other’s family meetings, and even went
to summer camp together. Becky’s mother often said that her daughter
spent more time at Sara’s apartment than she did at her own; Sara’s
mother said (2)the same thing about her own daughter.

When they started high school, something changed. Sara was more
popular than Becky was. Becky was jealous®. Sara noticed that Becky
was often in a bad mood and unfriendly to her.

It happened one afternoon. [ 2 ] It was not about
what Becky was suffering from. It was about something that had no
connection. Both said things they didn’t really mean. They stopped
talking to each other. They usually passed each other in school and
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pretended® to pay no attention to each other. (3)This continued until
they finished high school. [ 3 ]

Becky went to college. As a freshman, she heard of Sara’s father’s

death. She loved Sara’s father. He was funny and made his daughter
and her friends happy. Becky didn’'t see him in years, but (4)she
sometimes missed him. She wanted to write a letter or call Sara on the
telephone but did neither.

She went on with her life. She graduated from college and worked
as a teacher. Then, she met her husband. Together, they had two
children. When the children were young, the family moved to Arizona.
Becky began writing stories and books. One story was about the
friendship necklaces that she and Sara bought for each other. Becky
said to herself, “( 5 )7

Becky decided to take a chance. After almost 40 years, she sent a
message to Sara.

In less than an hour, she received a reply. “Do you remember when
we bought those friendship necklaces?” Sara wrote. “I still have
mine.”

Becky replied, “I have mine, too.” Then she added the story of her
own writing about the necklaces. “Oh, my God!” Sara replied. “It
seems like just yesterday! That was fun.”

With that, the friendship began again. They caught up with each
other’s lives. [ 4 ]

After about a year, Sara and her husband flew to Arizona for a
vacation. Becky invited them to her home for a barbecue. Sara was
wearing her friendship necklace. Becky was wearing hers, too.

(Adapted from Best Friends Forever)
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(D because she was a very nervous person
@ because they were once best friends and later they had no talks
@ because Becky didn’t see her for a long time

@ because she was special and other people took care of her
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(D Sara spent more time with Becky than any other student
@ Sara spent more time playing with Becky than studying
@ Sara spent more time at Becky’s apartment than she did at her
own

@ Sara spent more time studying with Becky at home than at school
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(D They never tried to make friends again
@ They remained best friends
@ They went on fighting every day
@ They kept visiting each other’s home
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D she sometimes felt relief when she thought of him
@ she sometimes felt happy because he didn’t make a mistake
@ she sometimes felt proud that she once was like a member of his
family

@ she sometimes felt lonely because she wasn’t able to see him
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(D They went their separate ways.

@ They began talking on the telephone again.

@ They became best friends.

@ They said bad things to each other.
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(D Becky joined a social network mainly because she wanted to look
for an old friend of hers.

@ Becky and Sara became friends when they were in college and
they were best friends.

@ Becky was shocked when Sara said to Becky, “My father died.”

@ One story written by Becky was about the friendship necklaces
that she and Sara bought for each other.

® Becky didn’t send a message to Sara when she knew about Sara’s
father’s death.

©® About a year after their friendship began again, Sara and her
husband moved to Arizona and started to live there.

(D After they didn’t hear from each other for a long time, Becky and

Sara found their true friendship again.

(B v )
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