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One day, on his way home to school, Jim saw his father. He was sitting
alone on the quay*. Jim couldn’t see the Sally May there. “Where’s the
Sally May?” he asked.

“She’s up on the beach,” said his father, “with all the other boats. 1
havent caught any fish for a week, Jim. She needs new sails* and I
haven’t got the money to pay for them. No fish, no money. We can’t live
without money. I'm sorry, Jim.”

That night Jim cried until he slept.

After that, Jim always took the beach road to school because he liked to
look at the Sally May before school began.

He was walking along the beach one morning when he saw something
there. It was lying in the sand. It looked like wood at first, but it wasn’t.
It was moving. It had a tail and a head. It was a dolphin!

Jim went to him. The boy and the dolphin looked at each other’s eyes.
Jim thought, “I have to do something to help him.”

“Don’t worry,” he said. “I'll get some help. T1l be back soon, I
promise.”

He ran all the way up the hill to school as fast as possible. Everyone
was in the playground.

“You have to come!” he cried. “There’s a dolphin on the beach! We
have to get him back in the water. ( 1 )

The children and teachers ran down the hill to the beach. Soon
everyone in the village was there. Jim’s father and his mother were there
too.

“Bring the Sally May’s sail!” shouted Jim’s mother. “We’ll put him on
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They brought the sail, and Jim said to him, “Don’t worry. You’'ll soon be
back in the sea.”

They (2 ) out the sail and put him on it. Then, everyone took the
sail, and Jim’s father said, “Lift!”

A lot of people lifted it together, and they soon ( 3 ) the dolphin
down to the sea. Then, the waves took him to the water.

The dolphin ( 4 ) a big voice, and hit the sea with his smiley mouth.
He was swimming now, but he didn’t want to leave. He swam round and
round.

“Off you go,” Jim shouted, and tried to push him out to sea. “Off you go.”
And off he went at last.

That day at school, Jim thought about the dolphin all day. He named
him “Smiler.” That was a perfect name for him.
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School was over, and Jim ran back to the beach. He wanted Smiler to
come back. But Smiler wasn’t there. Jim couldn’t find him anywhere.

He suddenly felt very sad, and ran down to the pier*. “Come back,
Smiler!” he cried. “Please come back. Please!”

At that moment, Smiler rose up out of the sea right in front of him! He
turned over and over in the air before he went down into the water. This
made Jim wet from head to toe.

(5)Jim didn’t think twice. He dropped his bag, pulled off his shoes and
jumped into the water.

At once Smiler was there beside him, and swam under him. Suddenly,
Smiler lifted Jim up from below. Jim was sitting on Smiler! He was
riding him!

[ © 1]
Smiler took him round the bay, and then back at last to the quay. At

that time, everyone in the village knew them, and the children went into
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the water from the quay and swam out to meet them.

Every day after that, Smiler swam near the quay. He waited for Jim to
give him his ride. And every day the children swam with him and played
with him too. They loved his kind eyes and smiling face.
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Then one day, Smiler wasn'’t there. The children waited for him. They

looked for him. But he never came. The next day he wasn’t there either.
[ @ 1]

Jim was broken-hearted, and all the children felt so too. Everyone in
the village missed Smiler, and wanted him to come back. Each day they
looked and each day he wasn’t there.

When Jim’s birthday came, his father had a bright idea. “Jim,” he said,
“why don’t we all go out in the Sally May? Would you like that?”

“Yes!” Jim cried. “Then we can look for Smiler too.”

So they took the Sally May out and went to the sea. They looked for
Smiler for hours, but they couldn’t see him anywhere.

“It’s time to get back,” Jim’s father told him.

“Not yet,” Jim cried. “He’s out there somewhere. Iknow heis.”

When the Sally May turned for home, Jim called out, “Come back,

Smiler! Please come back. Please!”

(6)Suddenly the sea began to boil and bubble around the boat.

Dolphins!
Then, one of them jumped over the Sally May, right above Jim’s head.

It was Smiler.

Smiler came back, and he brought his family with him.

The Sally May sailed into the bay and everyone saw it. The dolphins
were dancing around the Sally May in the golden sea. Within days the
village was full of visitors, and all of them wanted to see the famous

dolphins.



And every morning, the Sally May and all the little fishing boats went
out to sea. The visitors were happy to pay for their trip. They loved every
minute of it, and laughed when the dolphins played around them.

That was Jim’s happiest moment in all his life. Smiler came back, and
now his father had all the money he needed to buy new sails for the Sally
May. And all the other fishermen too repaired their sails and painted
their boats. Once again, the village was a happy place.

(Adapted from Dolphin Boy)

E quay MREZS sail 1A pler S AMG

M1 Ao 1 NIADER B S22 LAEROO~DDOHHH—DF, %
DFHH~—7 LIRS,

If we didn’t do it now, he wouldn’t die!

If he doesn’t do it now, we can save him!

If we don’t do it now, he will die!

CHCECRG

If we do 1t now, he can save us!
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Smiler was everyone’s best friend.
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D After that, Jim tried to forget about Smiler.
@ At that moment, Jim decided to think about Smiler.
@ After that, Jim tried to get away from Smiler.
@ At that moment, Jim decided to get closer to Smiler.
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@O Jim was very sad to know that his father didn’t have money to
buy new sails for the Sally May.
@ Jim’s mother told everyone to put Smiler on the sail and lift it.
(@ Smiler went off right after people in the village helped him to go
back to water.
@ After Smiler was saved, only Jim could play with him every day.
(® Jim went out to sea on his birthday, and he was able to find
Smiler easily there.
©® When Smiler came back on Jim’s birthday, he was with his
family.
(@ Some of the visitors were not really happy with their trip on the
little fishing boats.
Jim’s father finally got enough money to buy new sails for the
Sally May:.
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For most teenage girls in Afghanistan, it’s been a year since they last
came into a classroom. The Taliban* don’t seem to allow them back to
school, so some people are trying to find ways to continue education for
these girls.

At a house in the capital of Kabul, a lot of girls gathered on a recent day
for classes in an informal* school. Sodaba Nazhand started this school.
She and her sister teach English, science and math to girls who can’t go to
junior high schools or high schools.

“When the Taliban wanted to take away the rights of education and the
rights of work from women, I wanted to stand against (1)their decision by
teaching these girls,” Nazhand said.

Nazhand’s school is one of the underground schools that have been
made since the Taliban began to rule* the country a year ago and stopped
girls’ education in junior high schools and high schools. Though the
Taliban have allowed women to continue going to university, this exception
will not become important when there are no more girls who will graduate
from high schools.

“Thereisnowayto( 2 ), Nazhand said.

When the Taliban ruled Afghanistan in the 1990s for the first time, they
stopped all girls from going to school and women from work.

In the 20 years after the Taliban lost their power in 2001, a whole
generation of women returned to school and work. When the Taliban
started ruling the country again last year, they said they would not
( 38 ).

Hopes were raised in March. Just before the new school year began,

the Taliban announced everyone would be allowed back to school. But on
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March 23, the day of the reopening, the decision was suddenly changed.

Shekiba Qaderi, a 16-year-old, remembered how the girls were in the
classroom that day. She and all her classmates were laughing and excited,
until a teacher came in and told them to ( 4 ). “The girls were all
crying,” she said. “That was the worst moment in our lives.”

Since then, she’s been studying by reading her textbooks, novels and
history books. She’s studying English through movies and YouTube
videos.

In Qader1’s family, Shekiba and a younger sister can’t go to school, but
her two brothers can. Her older sister is studying law at a university.

“Even if the young woman graduates from university, that will not be
useful,” said their father, Mohammed Shah Qaderi.

“She won’t have a job. The Taliban won’t allow her to work,” he said,
“T have always wanted all of my childrento ( 5 ).” Now that may be
1mpossible, so he’s thinking of leaving Afghanistan for the first time in his
life.

Now underground schools offer teenage girls opportunities to get an
education instead of junior high schools and high schools.

A month after the Taliban began to rule Afghanistan again, Nazhand
started teaching street children to read with informal classes in a park near
her house. “Women who couldn’t read or write joined them,” she said.
Some time later, one of her supporters who saw her in the park rented a
house for her to hold classes in and bought tables and chairs. After
starting classes inside the house, a lot of teenage girls who were not allowed
to go to public school joined them too.

[ & ]

“I am not only teaching them school subjects, but also trying to

(6 ), Nazhand said. “The Taliban haven’t changed from their first

time in power in the late 1990s,” she said. “These are the same Taliban,
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but we are not the same women of those years. We must fight: by writing,
by raising our voice, by every possible way.”

Nazhand’s school, and (7)others like it, are illegal*, but until now, the

Taliban haven’t shut hers down.

Nazhand worries about her school’s future, however. Her supporter
paid for six months’ rent on the house, but he died recently, and she doesn’t
have any way to keep paying for rent.

For students, the underground schools are a lifeline.

(Adapted from Asahi Weekly September 4, 2022)

#:  the Taliban 7 7 H=AHX . DB informal FEARXD
rule #ET 5 illegal FEBIED

1 FEESQOEAKNARNELE LTALICEEN TWARWE D ZROD~
@DOF NG —DFN, TDOFFE~—7 LS,

Women are not allowed to have a job.

Girls can’t go to junior high or high schools.

Girls who are going to university can continue studying there.

CHCRCRG

Women can teach English, science and math outside the public

schools.
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get a higher education

1mprove this sad situation

teach them how to fight and stand for their rights

return to the past

©® 0o

go home
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Now the Taliban allow her to open school.

Now the Taliban have opened schools for teenage girls.

Now only a few students are going to her school.
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Now about 250 students are going to her school.
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@ other women who started schools
@ other teachers

@ other underground schools
@ other Nazhand’s schools
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(D There are some people in Afghanistan who are looking for ways
for teenage girls to receive an education.

@ The Taliban have ruled Afghanistan for more than thirty years.

@ One of Shekiba’s brothers helps her to study English, science
and math because he is studying them at school.

@ Mohammed Shah Qaderi’s daughters will be able to work after
graduating from university.

(® Nazhand started teaching teenage girls at the school that the
Taliban made.

©® Nazhand doesn’t have enough money to continue her school

because she lost her supporter.
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