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The sky above the little lake was full of birds — small birds, big birds,
birds of all colors. We sat in the rain by Hikmet’s garden wall and watched
them.

“Winter’s coming,” I said to my three friends. “The birds are beginning
to leave and fly away to warm countries.”

Several hunters were coming out to the lake with their dogs. They wore
hunting clothes and carried guns. We all wanted to go with them.

“T’d like to have a gun and be a hunter, too,” said Peker.

Then Hikmet got up and ran into his house. He came back with
something in a bag under his arm.

Hikmet opened the bag and we looked at the long, beautiful gun.

“Your father’s going to be angry,” I said.

“Yes. But I can put the gun back before he comes home.”

“OK,” we all said, and began to walk to the lake. First Hikmet carried
the gun, then me, then Peker, and then Muammer. We were all hunters
NOW.

“We've got five bullets*,” Hikmet said. “So we can all shoot once. Then
I can shoot a second time, with the fifth bullet, because I brought the gun.”

At the lake we could see the hunters and hear the noise of their dogs.
We, too, waited by the lake and watched. It rained, and stopped, then
rained again. But there were no birds on the lake or in the sky — not one.

We waited, but then we began to think about Hikmet’s angry father.

“Shall we go home now and put the gun back?” said Muammer.

Then, suddenly, we saw three ducks. They flew down to the ground not
far from us. Hikmet stood up quietly and tried to shoot one of the ducks.

He didn’t hit it, of course, and the ducks flew away. But the gun made a
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very loud noise, and now the sky was full of thousands of birds!

During the day the birds hide around the lake, and the hunters wait for
the evening before they begin to shoot. But we learned all (1)this later.

Now the birds were afraid because of the noise. They all flew away and
so the hunters had nothing to shoot.

The hunters began to run after us. They were angry. But we could run
faster, and so we escaped. Soon we stopped, and began to talk and laugh.

“Where’s our duck dinner, then?” said Muammer.

I laughed. “Wait until tomorrow,” I said. “Or the next day — when
Hikmet can shoot!”

“( 2 ) said Hikmet. “Listen. The birdseller Ali shoots birds.
And who does he sell them to?”

“To the hunters!” Peker said.

“Right!” Hikmet said. “And why? Because people laugh at hunters
when they come home with nothing. So the hunters go quietly to Ali, buy
his dead birds, and then they can talk about their exciting hunts!”

Suddenly I saw some birds in the sky. “Be quiet,” I told my friends. I
took the gun, put a bullet in it, and waited. When the birds were right
above me, I shot. Two birds fell out of the sky and down to the ground. We
shouted happily and ran to the place. But just then, one of the birds flew
back up from the ground, high into the sky. We were very surprised.

We soon found the other bird. It was big, with a long neck. Hikmet
looked at it.

“It’s dead,” he said.

“The second bird was only hurt, perhaps,” said Muammer.

We looked carefully at the dead bird, but we all felt a little afraid. Was
it really dead? High in the sky above us, the second bird was flying around
and around in circles and giving long, sad cries.

We began to carry our dead bird home, and after a time the bird in the
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sky flew away.

We put the gun back in Hikmet’s house and ran to Ali’s shop to ask him
about the bird. There were a lot of dead birds in the shop, but our bird was
different.

“Hello, boys,” Ali said. “What can I do for you?”

“We shot a bird,” we said, “but what is it, and how do we cook 1t?”

Ali smiled. “Well, you boys are better hunters than the men!”

We put the bag with our bird on Ali’s table and opened it. (3)Ali stopped
smiling. He quickly put the bird back into the bag, and for a minute or two
he said nothing.

Then he said, “Look, children, you don’t understand. You can'’t eat this
bird! Take it back, and bury it in the ground.”

We were very surprised and looked at him.

Then Ali asked, “Was his mate* with him there?”

“There was another bird, but it flew away,” said Hikmet.

“Good,” said Ali, and smiled. He began to say something, but stopped.

“Did we really do something terrible?” asked Hikmet.

“Listen,” said Ali. “These birds are called cranes. Hunters never shoot
them because they are the ‘symbols of love’.”

We did not understand this, but we understood the words ‘(. 4 ). So
we went back to the lake and found the right place. Then we dug a hole
and buried our crane there. I think we all cried a little, because we felt so

sad.

After that day we never talked about hunting. We had a long cold
winter that year. In the spring, we began to play outside again, but there
was still some snow on the ground.

“Let’s go and look at our crane’s grave*,” Hikmet said one day.

We all wanted to do this, but Hikmet was the first to say the words. We
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walked quietly to the lake, then Peker said, “I asked Dad about ‘symbols of
love’ one day.”

“And what does it mean?” asked Muammer.

“It means that cranes know how to love. Their love is the best and the
strongest in the world.”

There was still snow on our crane’s grave. Hikmet began to move the
snow away from the top of the grave, but suddenly he stopped. There was
something under the snow. Then we saw it.

It was our crane. It was frozen® on the top of its grave. We felt very
sad.

“( 5 ) said Peker.

“Perhaps it was wild dogs,” answered Hikmet. “And then they couldn’t
eat it because it was frozen.”

“Oh, why didn’t we dig a deeper hole?” cried Muammer.

“We can do that now,” said Hikmet. “God stopped the wild dogs from
eating our crane, so now we must bury it deeper.”

Sadly, we began to dig. Soon the hole was open, but then we suddenly
saw something, and stopped very quickly. There was another crane in the
hole. We looked at it, and felt afraid. Nobody could speak.

Hikmet took our crane out. Then he put it on the ground and began to
cry. We all cried too, but we did not know why.

Hikmet stood up. “I was afraid of this,” he said, “and I didn’t want it to
happen.”

We did not understand.

“Cranes, symbols of love, please forgive us,” Hikmet said quietly. Then
he looked at us. “Cranes are very loving birds,” he said, “and the male and
the female* stay together all theirlives. [ 6 ]”

Our hearts were very sad. We buried the two birds together in the hole

and put flowers all over the grave. After that day, when we heard the word
4



“love”, we thought about the cranes.
And we never forgot to go to the grave every spring.

(Adapted from 7he Little Hunters at the Lake)
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(D The hunters don’t have to make a loud noise when they try to
shoot ducks.

@ The birds will leave after dark and fly away to warm countries.

@ The hunters don’t shoot at ducks because they know they are the
symbols of love.

@ The birds don’t appear until the evening comes, and the hunters

don’t shoot during the day.
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This is the biggest bird that we’ve ever seen

Now we are going to sell the bird we've just got

Hunters don’t always come home with lots of dead birds

® 0O

Hunters always get a lot of birds when they go out to the lake
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Ali found the boys’ bird was a crane.

Ali didn’t know what the boys’ bird was.

The boys’ bird was the biggest one in Ali’s shop.

® 0

The boys’ bird was more damaged than Ali thought.
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you boys are better hunters than the men

take it back and bury it in the ground

these birds are called cranes

® 0O

the symbols of love
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Who ate it?

Who took it out?

We sold it to Ali, didn’t we?

How many birds were there?

® 0O
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7" People do not eat birds that die in this way.

4 Then it dies in the snow, and nobody can eat it.

7 And hunters never shoot cranes because they know all these
things.

T Cranes always live in warm places, but when a crane dies, its

mate goes to a cold, snowy place.
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(O Hikmet’s father got angry because Hikmet didn’t return the gun
after using it.

@ The hunters ran after the boys because they laughed at one of the
hunters.

@ When the writer shot at the birds right above him, he killed two
birds at the same time.

@ The birdseller Ali sold the children birds which hunters brought
1n.

® The boys didn’t know about the symbols of love when they buried
their crane after they left Ali’s shop.

©® When the boys buried their crane, they found a wild dog in the
hole.

(@ The crane the boys found under the snow on the grave was not
the crane buried by them.

Cranes are said to know how to love and couples stay together all

their lives.
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People have always wondered how life on Earth began. When Charles
Darwin lived, most people in Europe and America believed God created the
whole world in six days, just as it says in the Bible*. But Charles Darwin
was not most people. The Beagle voyage*(1831-1836) taught him to be a
true scientist — to look closely at nature, question everything, and think in
a new way about how life on Earth started. He showed how living things
could change, or evolve, over a long period of time.

Was Charles Darwin a genius*? He didn’t think so. Darwin thought
of himself as simply a scientist. And like all good scientists, Darwin was
very curious*. He was always ready to ask hard questions, and looked for
answers based on the things he saw.

Charles Darwin knew his ideas would shock people. They did. But
today scientists accept evolution* as a fact.

In 1858, Darwin received a letter that changed his life. The letter was
from Alfred Russel Wallace, a scientist living in Asia. With his letter,
Wallace sent Darwin a paper*. He hoped Darwin might help him to publish
it. (1)Darwin was shocked when he read Wallace’s paper. Wallace had the
same ideas about natural selection™!

Darwin didn’t know what to do. “I have made great efforts on this work
for a long time, but have been too afraid to step forward. IfI don’t publish
my ideas now, someone else will be praised for the ideas I discovered years
ago.”

Darwin was (2 ), and wanted to be fair to Wallace. He told his
scientist friends the truth about his study until then. They came up with a
plan. They decided to read papers by both Charles Darwin and Alfred

Wallace at the same meeting so that both men would be praised for the
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discovery.

The meeting was held on July 1, 1858. Joseph Hooker, one of Darwin’s
scientist friends, first read notes on evolution written by Darwin. They
were written in 1844 and 1857. Then he read Wallace’s paper. It was
written in 1858. That made the order of the discoveries clear.

Alfred Wallace was not at the meeting — he lived in Asia. But Darwin
wasn’t at this important meeting either. One of his children died before the
meeting. Darwin was very sad about his son’s death, and he couldn’t think
about anything else.

Although Darwin didn’t mind missing the meeting, he realized (3)it was

time. He simply had to put all his ideas into a book. Darwin worked in
his room for months. He had to write down everything by hand — there
were no computers at that time. He didn’t use a desk either. He sat in a
chair with a board across his knees.

When he finished writing in May 1859, Darwin was very tired. He went
off to rest for a week and tried to relax by taking walks.

Even on vacation, Darwin was very curious about everything he saw.
One day he saw red ants*. They were carrying cocoons*. The ants were
moving the cocoons from one nest to another. Along the way, some ants
seemed to lose their way. Darwin wondered why. He decided to watch
ants. Just then a man wearing dirty clothes came along. Darwin offered
him a coin to help. The two men sat down on the road to watch ants.

A couple came along. (4)They looked at Darwin with open mouths.
They wondered about this man. He looked like a gentleman. Why was he
moving on the ground and watching ants like a young boy? They did not
know at all that this man would soon be known all over England ... and then
the world. Darwin just wanted to be a good scientist. All good scientists
are ascuriousas( 5 )!

On November 24, 1859, Darwin’s book was published at last. He was
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fifty years old. Its title was On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural
Selection. 'Today, most people call it The Origin of Species*. It is still
considered one of the most important books on science.

(Adapted from Who was Charles Darwin?)
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(D The ideas in Wallace’s paper were the same as Darwin’s.
@ Darwin was sure that he himself would be praised for his discovery.
@ Wallace’s paper was much better than Darwin’s.

@ Most people in Europe and America already knew Darwin’s ideas.
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happy

careless

honest
selfish
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D it was time to miss the meeting
@ it was time to write a book on his ideas
@ it was time to work hard for years

@ it was time to go off to relax for a week
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(D The Bible says that God made the whole world in six days.

@ Darwin was too proud as a scientist to ask questions.

@ One letter from Asia inspired Darwin to make his ideas known to
people.

@ In 1858, both Darwin and Wallace attended the meeting and were
praised for the discovery.

(® Darwin was poor, so he couldn’t buy a computer or even a desk.

® One day when he was walking, Darwin wanted to know why some
ants were moving differently.

(@ Darwin was born on November 24, 1844.

The Origin of Species is one of the most important books on red

ants.
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