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“Miracle” was a stray dog® living on a beach in Thailand. He was very
sick and weak, and he had no food or care. His life was in danger. One
day, he was caught by some people from the local government. They were
collecting the dead bodies of animals because such things might be
dangerous to the health of people living around. They picked up Miracle
and threw him into the back of a truck with other dead animals. He lay
there very quietly. He was so sick and tired that he couldn’t even move.

But something amazing happened. (1)A woman from the Soi Dog

Foundation, a group that takes care of dogs without homes, just happened

to walk by the spot that the truck was parked at. She saw the dogs in the

truck and took a photo. When the camera flashed, Miracle suddenly
opened his eyes and tried to get out. The woman was shocked and shouted,
“That dog is alive! Please give him to me and I will help him!” The
people on the truck told her that he was too sick and would die soon anyway,
soitwas (A ) to try to save him.

But the woman answered, “Don’t worry. We'll take care of him and
help him get better.” And she was right. After several months of food,
medicine, and care at the Soi Dog Foundation, Miracle became healthy
again. The people there cleaned him, gave him a warm place to sleep, and
looked after him every day. In time, he was no longer thin or dirty. He
became strong, and he looked handsome. The staff posted Miracle’s photo
on their website, hoping that a dog lover would see him and want to make
him part of their family. It was indeed seen by many people.

One of them was a woman named Mrs. Leask. She lived in Scotland.
She thought Miracle might be a good friend for her six-year-old son, Kyle.

He had a condition called autism* and could not speak or explain what he
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wanted. In the past, Mrs. Leask brought home other dogs from Romania
and Thailand for Kyle, but Kyle didn’t open his mind to those dogs. When
he felt nervous, he cried loudly. He couldn’t communicate with his parents
or anyone else. He had trouble showing how he felt. His life was very
«C 2 )

However, as soon as Miracle entered their house, something changed.
Kyle and Miracle seemed to become good friends right away. Everyone in
the family was amazed to see how well they got along.

Mrs. Leask talked about their relationship to the media. She said,
“Kyle and Miracle have both had difficult lives. There is a ( B )
understanding between them that no one else can see. When Kyle gets
upset because he can’t say what he wants, Miracle lies down beside him.
Kyle keeps touching him and begins to calm down. It’s amazing —
Miracle seems to always know when Kyle needs him. If Kyle just wants
someone near him, Miracle goes over and gives him kisses. It also works
the other way. Kids can give the feelings of love and comfort to dogs when
they are with them. And Miracle gets this greatly from Kyle.”

Miracle became healthier, but he was still sometimes in a bad mood
because of his hard times on the beach. Now in his new home, he became
much happier. In many ways, Miracle received as much love and comfort
from Kyle as Kyle received from him. It was truly a “( 3 ).

One day, someone suggested that Miracle should enter the famous
Crufts Dog Show. Mrs. Leask was surprised and laughed. She thought
the idea was ( C ). Miracle was just a mixed-breed* dog. She believed
he could not compete against so many well-trained dogs with long family
histories. But then she learned about a special part of the show called the
“Friends for Life” award. This award was different. It was given to dogs

which had great bravery, love and friendship, and helped their owners,



especially people with disabilities. (4)A dog’s breed or family history did

not matter at all.

There were more than 200 dogs in that category. Even so, Mrs. Leask
entered Miracle in the contest. After many steps in the competition,
Miracle was chosen as one of the four finalists. More amazingly, the public
chose Miracle as the Crufts winner! Who could believe that a sick, stray
dog from a beach in Thailand could become a champion at one of the world’s
most famous dog shows? But Miracle did it. He showed that “a friend in
need is a friend indeed.” They both really needed each other. This is not
just a story about a dog. It is a story about love, friendship, and second
chances — and that makes Miracle’s story so special.

(Adapted from Unbelievable World)
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O (A) difficult - (B)perfect — (C) fantastic
@ (A) important — (B) beautiful — (C) crazy

@ (A) necessary — (B)clear — (C) helpful
@ (A) useless — (B) quiet — (C) funny
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D lonely and sad
@ busy and noisy
@ happy and exciting

@ comfortable and peaceful
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(@D narrow bridge
@ long tunnel

@ two-way street
@ limited world
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(D Not only a dog’s color but also its past was considered important.
@ It was not important what kind of dog it was or what background
it had.
@ A dog’s good health was not so important as its owner’s wealth.
@ Nothing was more important than how well a dog was known and

trained.
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@O Miracle was a sick and weak dog living with his family on a
beach in Thailand.

@ People from the local government caught Miracle because they
wanted to give him a new home.

@ Miracle showed some reaction to the camera flash used by
a woman from the Soi Dog Foundation.

@ Kyle’s family already had many dogs from the Soi Dog
Foundation.

(® When Kjyle cried loudly, Miracle at first ran away and hid under
the table.

® Kyle and Miracle became close soon after they started to spend
time together in the same house.

(@ Miracle’s earlier life was so hard that it sometimes made him
nervous even after his recovery.

Miracle was chosen as the winner of the “Friends for Life”

award from among more than 200 categories.
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Sawami Mitsunari is the author of Yubisaki de tsumugu ai (Spinning
Love with Fingertips). The book is about her life with her husband, Satoshi
Fukushima, a man who is both blind and deaf. Satoshi is a professor at
Tokyo University, the first person with both these disabilities to hold this
position. He lost his sight at age nine and his hearing at eighteen. After that,
his mother made a way to talk with him called yubi tenji, or Fingertip Braille*.
She learned to speak to him by tapping Braille letters onto the back of his
fingers. Sawami went to school to study sign language, and she met Satoshi
when he taught one of her classes. The two got married in 1995, and she
published her book in 2003.

* * * * * *

“Do you mind if T ask a question?” said the man who invited my husband to
give a speech. On the night before the speech, he was having dinner with us.
After a few drinks, we began to feel more relaxed with each other, and the man
asked a personal question.

“Of course, ask anything!” answered my husband.

“(1)How do vou and your wife argue with each other?”

My husband couldn’t stop himself. He decided to make a joke.

“I can speak, but my wife uses her fingernails. Women are scary like that,

aren’t they?”

“Is that s0?” the man said in a serious voice. My husband saw that the
man believed him, but he kept joking.

“You know, she’s kicked me before, too. Women can do anything!”

That part was true. I really kicked my husband once when we were first

married. He's very good at debate, and when we had a fight, he talked me



into a corner I couldn’t escape from. Someone like me couldn’t win against a
university teacher. (2)So I kicked him.

When we first got married, we fought all the time. We were both young,
and once we started, we didn’t stop. We sometimes argued for two or three
hours. It didn’t matter if it was the middle of the night or if we had work the
next morning. We had to keep talking until we finished the fight.

But we never stayed angry for a week or even a few days. Some couples

do not talk for a long time after a fight, but (3)we cannot do that. Because my

husband can’t see or hear, I have to help him answer the phone. IfI said I
wouldn’t help during a fight, he would probably leave me. So we keep
fighting and daily support separate. I believe it’s not right to use another
person’s weak point in a fight. That’s why I help my husband even when we
are not happy with each other. That’s also why our fights are very strong; it’s
better to say everything we want and finish the fight quickly.

When we fight, my husband can speak, but I have to use Fingertip Braille
because he can’t hear me. So, even when we are angry, we have to touch each
other’s hands.

Let me tell you about one fight we had soon after we got married. It all
started from something small. As usual, Satoshi began talking very quickly,
while I could only answer slowly with Fingertip Braille. It was the same as
always. I didn’t realize what I was doing because I was so upset that I
couldn’t talk back to him as I wanted to. Suddenly Satoshi got very angry.
“(4)Don’t stop holding my hands, and take them again'” he said.

“What do you mean?’ I asked. 1 was trying so hard to understand why he
was shouting that I couldn’t think about my actions.

“When we are having a normal conversation, you keep holding my hands
after you finish saying something. But when you’re angry, you stop holding

my hands as soon as you finish. For someone like me who can’t see or hear,



it feels like you are saying, ‘I don’t want to talk anymore,” and leaving the room.
If you really feel that way, I understand. But if not, dont do that’

He was right. For the first time, I realized ( 5 ).
Even though I love him, I sometimes want to move away when I'm angry. It's
a natural feeling, and I stop touching his hands without thinking. Since that
time, I try to be careful not to stop holding his hands during a fight. When I

stop... he gets more upset!

(Adapted from Diversity in Japan — A Reader)
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(D Sawami uses Fingertip Braille and Satoshi speaks.
@ Sawami uses sign language and Satoshi tells jokes.
@ Both Sawami and Satoshi use Fingertip Braille.

@ Sawami and Satoshi shout at each other.

2 THEHBQOERE L TRBELRHDEZROO~DDOH)NEH— 2O,
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(D Because he took her to a corner of the room during their
argument.
@ Because he kept making fun of her by telling little jokes.
@ Because he told her to stop talking in a loud voice.

@ Because he won the argument and left her with nothing to say.
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(D Because they live their life separately.
@ Because Satoshi leaves Sawami quickly.
@ Because Sawami helps him in his daily life.

@ Because Satoshi can’t fight for a long time.

W4 TN S557% Satoshi DFFFH & L TRBEHLRE DEIRDOD~
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@O He wanted to take a break because he was tired from the
argument.
@ He wanted her not to stop the conversation if she didn’t want to.
(@ He wanted to hold her hands to calm her down.

@ He wanted her to stop attacking him over and over again.

15 ACHD( 5 NIADBDLE L TRHBELRHDERDDO~DDH)
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(D how easily promises can be broken
@ how strongly words can be spoken
@ how quickly arguments can be solved

@ how directly feelings can be communicated
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(D Satoshi lost his ability to see and hear in his teens.

@ Sawami was a teacher at a sign language school when she first
met Satoshi.

@ Sawami wrote a book less than ten years after her marriage.

@ Satoshi was afraid of women because they sometimes hurt their
husband with their nails when they fight.

(® Sawami and Satoshi sometimes stayed angry and did not talk for
weeks.

® Sawami believes daily support should not be mixed with fighting.

(@ The fights between Sawami and Satoshi are too strong for
Sawami to say anything.

Sawami now thinks she should keep holding Satoshi’s hands

even in a fight.
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